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War Tensions Between Iran And The United States Of America
For four decades now, the bad relationship between Washington and Tehran has persisted. On January 3, 2019, it was reported that a United States drone strike and killed Qasem Soleimani, who was the Quds Force leader of a group known to be an Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps. He is believed to have been killed shortly after arriving in Baghdad (Gambrell, 2020). Iran hit back the next two months by use of a rocket attack on the United States bases located in Iraq, injured dozens of the Unites States troops, and killed many Iraqis. Again in April, along the Persian Gulf, several Iranian speedboats harassed the United States warships. It resulted in Trump tweeting that he had ordered the Iranian gunboats to be shot down if such harassment continued (Gambrell, 2020). Unfortunately, the Iranians responded with a threatening message of destroying the Unites States’ warships and launched its first military satellite. The war between the United States of America and Iran has continuously led to unending conflicts and war tensions.
According to Kenneth Waltz, a Neorealist, neorealism is an essential theory in international relations that explains power as a crucial factor in international relations (Bessner, & Guilhot, 2015). The rivalry between the Iranian and the United States governments is due to power. None of the governments wishes to be considered weaker than the other. The Iranian president Hassan Rouhani categorically states that His government is always willing to hold talks with the United States government but shouldn't be pressured or pushed by the Americans' sanctions. On the other hand, the United States, in return, responds to the Iranian government through Mike Pompeo that is ready to engage in unconditional discussions about the Iranian nuclear program (Gambrell, 2020). Additionally, it states that it must pressure the Iranians until they start to behave like a “normal country.” This is evident how both nations are portraying their strength and power. They handle their conflicts following the logic of egoism. They aim to seek their interests without considering those of others. Both nations are trying to gain their survival and gambling to pursue their goals through threats and war. According to neorealists, these two nations do not have or understand each other's future intentions, leading to a lack of trust between them. Hence, they develop mechanisms to protect themselves against relative losses of power that are likely to allow the other nation to threaten their survival (Bessner & Guilhot, 2015). For that reason, they develop the so-called security dilemma. 
Neoliberalism is a theory of International Relations explaining the nations are required to be more concerned about absolute gains instead of relative gains to other nations.  Iranian President Hassan Rouhani believes that eliminating the Iranians' economic hardships can be through the removal of sanctions (Baylis, 2020). Even with the removal of the nuclear-related sanctions, Iran's poor economy is continuously blamed on the sanctions making it difficult for the Iranian president to reform the nation’s economy. However, Rouhani’s economic doctrine is seen to lead to a great failure to his administration in regard to improving the lives of the Iranians. Even with an increase in the economic growth rate by approximately 5% due to the doubling of oil exportations and questions about those who benefit from the rising of the G.D.P. remain unanswered. Rouhani’s economic policy is more about enhancing the country’s security (Baylis, 2020). President Rouhani plans to make sure that there is a reduction in the possibility of social unrest. There are no many concerns on how to improve the livelihood of Iranians. Therefore, leaving almost half of the nation’s population below the poverty line. 
In conclusion, the two theories are different, with their proponent attempting to provide differences on how they affect International Relations. The neorealists provide the reasons why Iran and the United States of America never get along by proving that power is the main cause. None of the two nations want to be seen as inferior or acting cowardly. They prove to each other that both of them are strong and should not be intimidated in any way. On the other hand, the neoliberalists show the importance of nations working towards achieving the essential gains for the citizens rather than achieving relative gains concerning other nations. For example, Iran is striving towards maintaining a robust security force to protect the government’s interests. Unlikely, the citizens suffer from these actions since the government never bothers to improve their living standards, infrastructure, and other facilities vital for their livelihood. It leaves most of the population suffering from poverty while the leaders are enjoying the prestige of being in power. 
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